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Wisconsin Drought Update                             

● No changes over the past week

● Drought conditions (D1) developed 
across southern Wisconsin in early 
June

● Severe Drought (D2) has dominated 
south-central and parts of southeast 
Wisconsin since early July. Conditions 
improved somewhat in southeast 
Wisconsin over the past month.

● Extreme Drought (D3) conditions have 
been indicated for parts of southwest 
and south-central Wisconsin since 
early July
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Precipitation

● 30 day deficits across 
southern Wisconsin are 
3 - 4 inches in the 
Extreme and 
Exceptional Drought 
areas, 1.5 - 3 inches in 
the Severe Drought area 
and within 1.5 inches of 
normal in southeast WI.

● 90 day deficits are 4 - 7 
inches in the Extreme 
and Exceptional 
Drought areas, 1.5 - 4.5 
inches in the Severe 
Drought area, and 
within 1.5 inches of 
normal in southeast  WI.

Images: High Plains Regional Climate Center
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Current Conditions

28 Day Streamflow
● 28 day streamflow values are 

in the 10 to 30th percentile in 
southwest and south-central 
Wisconsin and 10th - 40th 
percentile in southeast 
Wisconsin. These values have 
been pretty consistent over 
the past month.

● Soil moisture has decreased 
over the past few weeks. CPC 
values are in the 1 - 10th 
percentile in southwest and 
south-central WI. These 
values were in the 10-30th 
percentile a month ago.

Climate Prediction Center Calculated 
Soil Moisture Percentile

Sep 29, 2023
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Summary of Impacts

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streamflows are average to below average

Agricultural Impacts
● Lawns are browning, crop growth is slow and yields are reduced

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Recent moisture has reduced the immediate concern for fire weather conditions across southern 

Wisconsin. The main area of concern is Sauk, Marquette and Green Lake counties.

Mitigation Actions
● Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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7 Day Precipitation Forecast 

0.50-2.00”

<0.50”

● There are a few chances for rain 
over the next several days. The 
best chance for rain is in the 
west.

● Showers will be scattered so 
rainfall amounts will vary. There is 
a 50% chance areas from 
Madison west will get at least 
0.50 inches of rain (not shown).

● Average precipitation this time of 
year is 0.75 inches per week.
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Week 2 Outlook
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Extended Outlook: Oct-Nov-Dec
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Extended Outlook: Jan-Feb-Mar

● El Nino conditions are 
developing. There is a 
high chance they will 
continue into spring. 
Although there can be a 
lot of variation, this is 
correlated with above 
average temperature 
and below average 
precipitation in the 
Great Lakes region. 

● There is less of a signal 
in spring and equal 
chances of above, near 
and below normal 
precipitation are 
forecast (not shown).
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Drought Outlook

● Drought conditions are 
likely to persist into the 
fall / early winter 
season.


